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eff ects specialist aims 
to give Tombstone its 
fi rst new mayor in a 
quarter-century 
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FRIDAY JULY 18, 2025

Fort Huachuca schools will face some 
impacts, just not as bad as others

Bisbee Police Chief Stresses 
Urgency of Policy Adoption
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2 arrested following investigation 
in Golden Acres robbery
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MORE STORIES INSIDE WEATHER

Today: Light Rain. Hi 87, Lo 70. Rain 15% 

Saturday: Light Rain Hi 86, Lo  70 Rain 25% 

Sunday: Partly Cloudy: HI 87, Lo 69. Rain 25% 

Monday: Rain Hi 82, Lo 67 Rain 50%

BY SHAR PORIER

shar.porier@myheraldreview.com

BISBEE — Nichole 
Fisher, 46, was coming 
out of a fractured re-
lationship and head-
ing for a new life and 
job when she moved 
to Arizona t wo years 
ago. She quit her job at 
Chr ysler and packed 
up what remained of 
her life in her camper 
and truck and headed 
sout h to start a new 
job at a winery in the 
Sonoita area. The idea 
of a quiet litt le place 
in t he deser t to ca l l 
her own was the goal.

U n f o r t u n a t e l y , 
she lost t he job and 
turned back to a habit 
she overcame in t he 
p a s t— a l c o h o l .  S h e 
wrecked her truck and 
camper while driving 
u nder t he in f luence 
a nd her d rea m w as 
shattered. She lost ev-
er y t h i ng ,  i nclud i ng 
one of her dogs.

The experience led 
her once again to seek 
help and prov ided a 
m i nd s et  t h at  m ade 
he r  de c ide,  “Ne v e r 
again.”

“It happened for a 
reason,” she said. “It 
led me to the Tintown 
Homeless Shelter and 
Bisbee. It was strange. 
You k now, I’ve never 
been at Ground Zero. 
You k now, it’s a ver y 

humbling experience. 
I was actual ly going 
to look for proper t y 
and buy a house. I lost 
it all on the road that 
day.”

While at the shelter, 
she hea rd about Lu 
Funk, who has been 
d u b b e d  t h e  “ D e s -
er t A ngel” by t hose 
she ser ves as execu-
tive director of Coch-
ise Ha r m Reduct ion 
(CHR). The nonprofit 
assists unhoused peo-
ple across t he coun-

t y w it h t he supplies 
n e e d e d  t o  s u r v i v e 
outdoors, food, cloth-
ing, hygiene kits and a 
welcome to the family 
that cares.

CHR helps add icts 
a nd t hose w ho lost 
t h e i r  h o m e s  w i t h 
a  k i nd nes s bor n of 
t hose who l ived t he 
life. Those who work 
at CHR have k icked 
t heir addict ions and 
worked to overcome 
the incessant craving 
in order to reach so-

briety. It gives them a 
leg up when it comes 
to relat i ng to t hose 
who want to make it to 
that finish line.

“They saved my life,” 
s a i d  F i s h e r.  “ Ho n-
e s t l y,  h a nd s - do w n . 
It was really hard at 
first. You know, drugs 
are around, alcohol is 
around. I had nothing. 
W hat a m I goi ng to 
do? I was doing well at 
the shelter.”

Taking her life back
Nicole Fisher puts the pieces back together with some help from Cochise Harm Reduction
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Cochise Harm Reduction supply assembler Nichole Fischer prepares packets to be 
given out to those in need Tuesday.

See FISHER, Page 16

BY MARK HAYS 

mark.hays@myheraldreview.com

SI E R R A V ISTA — 
The Sierra Vista Uni-
f ied School Dist r ict 
Governing Board ap-
proved it s  adopted 
budget for Fiscal Year 
2026 at  it s  reg u la r 
meeting Tuesday.

The total budget for 
the district is set at 
$ 41,114 ,0 4 6 ,  w h ic h 
covers maintenance 
and operations, capi-
tal outlay, and federal 
project funding.

The largest portion 
of the budget—$31.7 
million—is allocated 
for the Maintenance 
and Operation Fund, 
which includes sa l-
a r ies, benef its, a nd 
genera l operat iona l 
costs. The budget also 
includes $2.5 million 
for unrestricted cap-
it a l  ex penses,  w it h 
an additional $1 mil-
lion carried over from 
t he pr e v iou s  y e a r, 
and $5.9 million ear-
ma rked for federa l 
projects.

R e v e n u e s  f o r  F Y 
2026 are projected at 
$40.72 million, drawn 
primarily from state 
sou rces ($25.5 m i l-
lion), with additional 
c ont r ibut ion s f rom 
loca l ($8.4 m i l l ion) 
and federal ($6.82 mil-
lion) sources.

The approved budget 
also includes adjust-
ments to property tax 
rates. The primary tax 
rate is set to decrease 
from 3.5002 to 3.1529, 
w h i le  t he  s e c ond-
ary tax rate—used for 
bond repayment and 
special projects—will 
increase from 0.3991 
to 0.4461, ref lect ing 
cha nges i n Class A 
bond obligations.

Teacher salaries are 
ex pected to rema in 
f lat in the upcoming 
f iscal year, w ith the 
average salar y listed 
at $52,669, unchanged 
from FY 2025.

The district’s over-
all budget for FY 2026 
is significantly lower 
t h a n  t he  p r e v iou s 
year, decreasing from 
$62.3 mil l ion in F Y 
2025 to $41.1 million. 
The reduction reflects 
lower revenue projec-
tions across multiple 
categories, including 
a decrease i n loca l 
funding from $21 mil-
lion to $8.4 million, 
and a drop in feder-
al revenue from $14.5 
million to $6.8 million. 
State funding saw a 
more modest decline, 
f rom $26 mil l ion to 
$25.5 million.

T h e  b u d g e t  w a s 
one of several action 
items add ressed by 
the board during the 
meeting, which also 
included approval of 
a Code of Excellence, 
multiple personnel ac-
tions, and facility use 
agreements.

The f ul l budget is 
available on the dis-
trict’s website at www.
svusd68.org/o/svusd/
page/business-office

Sierra Vista Unified 

School District 

approves FY26 budget
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BY LYDA LONGA

lyda.longa@myheraldreview.com

BISBEE — Wit h a 
housing stock that is 
among the oldest in 
the nation, a number of 
low-income residents 
struggling to pay rent, 
and a large number of 

short-term rentals for a 
town its size, the city of 
Bisbee is staring at sever-
al challenges in its quest 
to create more affordable 
housing for the commu-
nity, a survey done for 
the municipality shows.

The report prepared 
by Points Consulting 

and titled “BURNISH-
ING BISBEE An Action 
Plan for Preserving & 
En ha nci ng Housi ng 
Opportunities,” was an 
eye-opener to members 
of the City Council at a 
work session Tuesday 
evening.

“It’s very enlightening 

and concerning,” Coun-
cilman Pete Skinner said 
of the survey.

Mayor Ken Budge 
hinted to consultant 
Brian Points that Bis-
bee’s uniqueness is part 
of the challenge.

Burnishing Bisbee New Housing Study Points 

to Unique Challenges

See HOUSING, Page 4

http://myheraldreview.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A7&uuid=647a5b12-1086-5d5c-b53c-0f6841b29c99
http://myheraldreview.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A5&uuid=647a5b12-1086-5d5c-b53c-0f6841b29c99
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Fi s her  de c ide d to 
leave the shelter and 
Fu n k a nd her tea m 
helped her set t le in 
w it h t he ot hers who 
made their homes be-
hind Safeway, on land 
owned by the cit y. It 
was rough at first, es-
pecially in the winter 
when the temperatures 
dropped.

“Ever yone sa id go 
to Arizona; it’s warm 
there. But, not in the 
winter,” she said with a 
smile.

“ T he s e p e ople do 
care. Anything I need, 
t he y help me,” s he 
added.  “A ny t h i ng I 
need, I feel l ike Bis-
bee g ives it  to me. 
And I learned that I 
don’t need everything 
I t hought I did. You 
know, back to basics 
kind of deal.

“I feel very fortunate 

to have met Lu. I don’t 
know what I would do 
without her. She always 
just knows just what to 
say. I want to be more 
like her.”

Fisher helps the hun-
dreds CHR looks out for 
by making up the hy-
giene kits which gives 
t hose i n need w it h 
basic toiletries—sham-
poo, toot hpaste and 
toot hbr ushes,  fem i-
nine products, deodor-
ant and some first aid 
supplies.

Once she get s her 
driver’s license back, 
she hopes to join the 
crews who deliver sup-
plies and hot meals to 
t he various commu-
nities around Cochise 
Count y. She has rid-
den with team mates 
and likes the interac-
t ion w it h t hose st i l l 
struggling.

She was a certif ied 
nursing assistant and 
would like to go back to 
that type of work where 

she’s helping people.
“And I really enjoy 

that work,” she said. “I 
just enjoy giving back 
and doing something 
worthwhile.”

She looks forward to 
the day, when she can 
get back to that dream 

she lost two years ago.
“I lost everything, but 

it brought me back to 
self,” she added. “And 
t here’s t hings t hat I 
needed to learn about 
myself and how to deal 
with individuals and 
how to deal with just 

me.”
She has submitted ap-

plications for employ-
ment for some places 
a rou nd Bi sbe e,  but 
hasn’t had a call from 
any businesses. But, 
she is committed to so-
briety and to f inding 

the job that will return 
her to self sufficiency.

Fisher is one more 
success story for CHR 
and she does not want 
to let down the team 
who helped her. She is 
on the road to a happy, 
sober life.

FISHER
FROM PAGE 1

Arizona Alcohol Use Statistics Overview

49.44%% of people over 18 in Arizona reported 
alcohol use in the last 30 days.

22.36%% of people over 18 in Arizona reported 
binge alcohol use (5 or more drinks for males and 

4 or more drinks for females in 1 session) in the 
last 30 days.

48.64%% of residents of Arizona perceive drink-
ing more than 5 drinks in 1 drinking session as a 

great risk.

https://alcoholrehabhelp.org/arizona/
alcohol-statistics/

MARK LEVY HERALD/REVIEW

Harm outreach specialist Bronwen Di Campli stocks the 
organization’s shelves with supplies earlier this week.

515 EWilcox Dr, Sierra Vista, AZ 85635

520.458.2620 | m m p a i n t . c o m

M&M
Auto Paint Supplies, Inc.
Family Owned and Operated Since 1956

The SOURCE for all your automotive, industrial, paint, & body supply needs!

Decades Of Experience

• Full line detail products

• Brush-Touch

• Packaging of aerosol cans

• Sprayable Bed Liners

Axalta • 3M • Nason

Also Available:

317 N. Huachuca Blvd. (Hwy 90), Huachuca City, AZ 85616

520-456-2628 | m m p a i n t . c o m

M&M
Powder Coating

Family Owned and Operated Since 1956

MORE DURABLE THAN PAINT,

BUT LESS EXPENSIVE

• Residential: Doors, Patio

Furniture, Fences, Panels

• Automotive/Motorcycle: Frames,

Bumpers, Rims, Restoration parts

• And Much Much More

317 N. Huachuca Blvd. (Hwy 90), Huachuca City, AZ 85616

520-456-2628 | m m p a i n t . c o m

M&M

Auto Collision
Family Owned and Operated Since 1956

SERVICES
Insurance ∙ Collision

Restorations ∙ Re-Finish

for Auto and Motorcycles

Additional Services -

Powder Coating ∙ Bedliners

Sand Blasting Decades Of Experience

www.farmersagent.com/caguillon

CARRIE AGUILLON

“For all your insurance needs”

1502 Fry Blvd. (at Lenzner) Sierra
Vista, AZ 85635
(520) 458-3366

Over 30 Years Insurance Experience

2
7
8
0
6
1

American Appliance
Service & Parts

All Major Appliances

Serving Cochise Co. since 1976

HVAC 520-432-2959

Sandey Fowler
Owner/Tech

BISBEE, AZ

Monarch Custom
Design LLC

ROC License 353654

Bonded & Insured

Call 520-266-5425

• Remodeling

• Carpentry

• Door & Window Installation

• Painting

• Drywall & Plaster

• Water Damage

• Mold Repair

• Vinyl Flooring/Carpet

• Roofing & Roof Coating

• Siding & Skirting

• Patios/Decks

• Gutter Services

• Concrete Slabs

• Stucco

• Gravel

• Synthetic Turf

• Lawn Maintenance

• Tree Pruning

• Pavers

• Fireplace/Tile Installation

Slabs

urf

enance

Got Bugs? We have your solution

Willcox Pest
Management, Inc

384-2456 or
(520) 909-0367

4945 N. Ft. Grant Rd. • Willcox, AZ 85643
Jim Nickasch • Owner/Service Tech.

Skylar Nickasch • Tech

“Service with a smile”
Business License #8121 B

Bucket Truck - Crane - All Trees -
Stump Grinding - Haul Away

Locally Owned • Owner Operated

SINCE 1999
Sierra Vista, AZ • Cochise County
RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL
LICENSED, BONDED & INSURED
ROC #273911 (CR21) DUAL

FREE ESTIMATES 520-234-5369

Tyler’s
Yard, Tree, & Landscaping

Services, LLC

Recycle Your Newspapers & Inserts 
outside the Herald/Review office 

in the large blue bins

102 S Fab Ave, Sierra Vista

http://myheraldreview.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3M&uuid=294449ec-2778-50ef-b256-3f6affe6b139

